A Study of Chinese International Students’ Classroom Participation in the International M.Ed. Program by YU, Zongrong
University of Windsor 
Scholarship at UWindsor 
Research Result Summaries 
2018 
A Study of Chinese International Students’ Classroom 
Participation in the International M.Ed. Program 
Zongrong YU 
Yu14j@uwindsor.ca 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/research-result-summaries 
Consistent with the TCPS 2 (4.7) this is a research summary provided to participants and should 
not be considered a formal publication of results. 
Recommended Citation 
YU, Z. (2018). A Study of Chinese International Students’ Classroom Participation in the International 
M.Ed. Program. Retrieved from https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/research-result-summaries/49 
This Completed Summary is brought to you for free and open access by Scholarship at UWindsor. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Research Result Summaries by an authorized administrator of Scholarship at UWindsor. 
For more information, please contact scholarship@uwindsor.ca. 
A Study of Chinese International Students’ Classroom Participation in an International 
M.Ed. Program  
This study focuses on the classroom participation performance of Chinese international graduate students 
(CISs) at a Canadian university. Because CIGSs are coming from an education system that employs a 
teacher-centered pedagogy, they often struggle to acclimate to the student-centered pedagogy employed 
in Canadians schools. However, there is limited research on the subject. The current study explores how 
CIGSs participate in Canadian classrooms, what factors promote and inhibit their participation, and what 
approaches can help to improve their participation. The researcher recruited eight CIGSs and three of 
their instructors. Data were collected through one-on-one interviews. The analysis of the data showed that 
CIGSs struggle with eight key factors that shape their classroom participation: language proficiency, 
working experience, personality or character, part-time job commitments, self-motivation, personal 
interest, emotional state, and instructor’s likeableness. Therefore, it is critical for instructors to distinguish 
and observe why their students participate less, then adjust due to different situations to improve that 
participation level.  
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